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> Fault-tolerant matching of product/material master data

> Reliably identify duplicates and variants

> Consolidate master data and reduce costs

@ Consolidate product master data cost-effectively

Product and material master data as

an economic factor

In industrial companies, product and material master
data is far more than mere administrative data.

It directly influences procurement costs, stock levels,
design effort and the efficiency of core business
processes. In practice, however, these data sets have
often grown historically, been expanded over the years
and consolidated only to a limited extent. Identical

or very similar products exist multiple times — under
different material numbers, supplier names or
technical descriptions. The economic consequences are
significant: increasing part diversity, unnecessary

new purchases, higher procurement prices and a lack
of transparency.

Challenges of Existing Systems

Existing ERP, PLM or PIM systems manage this data
reliably, but are not designed to recognise technical
identity or similarity in a fault-tolerant manner.
They operate predominantly with exact keys and rules.
Even minor discrepancies in spelling, dimensions

or attributes prevent related data records from being
recognised as such. Manual data cleansing is time-
consuming, expensive and generally not sustainable.
This is precisely where TL Match — Product Edition
comes in.

Fault-tolerant matching of product/material data

TL Match — Product Edition specifically extends proven
matching technology to product, item and material
master data. The solution identifies which records
belong together in a business context — even when
data is incomplete, constantly changing, differently
structured or contains errors. Instead of rigid yes-or-no
decisions, TL Match operates on a score-based

and explainable basis. Identical products, probable
duplicates, variants and similar components are
clearly distinguished and evaluated transparently. This
creates a robust basis for decision-making regarding
consolidation, standardisation and reuse.
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Data export

Measurable benefits for businesses

For industrial companies, this results in an immediately
measurable benefit. Design and development teams
find existing parts more quickly and avoid unnecessary
new designs. Procurement benefits from consolidated
material master data, larger order quantities and
better terms. Logistics and warehousing reduce variant
diversity and stock levels. Instead of uncontrolled
growth in the material master, clarity and controllability
are restored. TL Match reveals which parts are identical
- and which are similar enough to serve as candidates
for reuse.

Integration into existing system environments

TL Match — Product Edition is deliberately not
intended as a replacement for existing systems. ERP,
PLM, PIM and MDM solutions remain the leading tools
for data maintenance, governance and distribution.
TL Match complements this landscape with a specialised
matching layer. Whilst other systems define how data
is maintained, TL Match answers the crucial business
question: Which data records describe the same
product, a variant or a similar object? Integration is
flexible via interfaces or batch processes, without
altering existing structures.
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Intelligent analysis

Clear results report

A practical introduction and quick results

The entry point is deliberately kept pragmatic. Companies
typically start with a clearly defined use case, such

as a one-off duplicate analysis, the consolidation of
material master data following a system merger, or the
cleansing of historically accumulated data sets. The
results are quickly visible and economically quantifiable.
Typical benefits include reduced material master
growth rates, lower procurement costs, reduced
inventory levels and noticeably more efficient processes
in design and procurement.

Transparency, order, and economic benefits

TL Match — Product Edition brings order to complex
product and material data and makes existing
information economically usable. Companies gain
transparency, reduce complexity and improve their
decision-making capabilities — without having to
launch a major IT project.

CONCLUSION:

TL Match — Product Edition is the fault-tolerant
matching solution for product and material master
data in industry. It ideally complements existing
systems, sustainably reduces duplicates and delivers
quickly measurable economic benefits. A solution for
sales, procurement and management — not just for IT.
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